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E.0.12356: DECL: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, ASEC, PGOV, PREL, VE 

SUBJECT: SITREP 15/ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS/ SUNDAY, 
29 NOV, AS OF 8:00 A.M. 


1. CARACAS APPEARS CALM. DURING THE EARLY HOURS OF 

SATURDAY EVENING, A SMALL NUMBER OF EXPLOSIONS WERE 

HEARD. THESE WERE APPARENTLY THE CONTROLLED EXPLOSIONS 
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(OF SCATTERED ORDNANCE FROM THE BOMBING AND FIGHTING ON 
FRIDAY) AT LA CARLOTA AIRPORT WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAD 
ANNOUNCED, VIA REPEATED RADIO AND TELEVISION MESSAGES, 
WOULD BE CARRIED OUT STARTING AT 6:30 PM. MORE 
CONTROLLED EXPLOSIONS WILL BE CARRIED OUT TODAY, 
SUNDAY, STARTING FROM 9 AM. FROM THE EMBASSY, THE 
CURFEW (FROM 10 PM TO 5 AM) SEEMED TO BE CLOSELY 
OBSERVED. AN EMBASSY OFFICER REPORTED THAT THERE WAS 
SOME INITIAL CONFUSION ON THE PART OF POLICE WHO HAD 
NOT REALIZED THAT THE CURFEW HAD BEEN MOVED FROM 6 PM 
TO 10 PM. NO OTHER DISTURBANCES WERE REPORTED, THOUGH 
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THERE ARE REPORTS THAT THE EMERGENCY HOSPITALS HAVE 
BEEN STRETCHED THIN -- AN APPEAL FOR BLOOD HAS BEEN MADE. 


2. EARLY MORNING RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS ARE MAINLY 
CARRYING RE-RUNS OF STORIES FROM YESTERDAY SUCH AS THE 
FILM OF THE CHANNEL 8 TELEVISION STATION WHICH HAD BEEN 
ONE OF THE PRIMARY TARGETS OF THE REBELS. ALSO 
FPEATURED WAS AN INTERVIEW WITH DEFENSE MINISTER GENERAL 
IVAN DARIO JIMENEZ WHO SAID, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT 
SOME 1500 MILILTARY PERSONNEL HAD BEEN DETAINED. 


3. THE NEWS ON THE 93 REBELS WHO FLED WITH GENERAL 
VISCONTI IS STILL UNCERTAIN. ONE REPORT HAS PERUVIAN 
PRESIDENT FUJIMORI SAYING THAT THE REBELS HAD NOT, IN 
FACT, YET REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM. 

4. BARRING THE UNANTICIPATED, EMBASSY PERSONNEL WILL 
STAND DOWN TODAY, SUNDAY, EXCEPT FOR THE NORMAL DUTY 
COVERAGE. SKOL 
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